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Consultative Council Holds 


Annual Meeting 

An informal talk by Colonel DanielO. Omer, 
Deputy Director of the Selective Service Sys- 
tem, was perhaps the highlight of the annual 
Consultative Council meeting in Washington on 
April 11, 1961. As the personcharged with the 
administrative responsibility for the Consci - 
entious Objector Work Program, Col. Omer 
was well aware of the special concerns of the 
group. His remarks for the most part were a 
candid consideration of problems of the CO 
Work Program and other questions related to 
the recognition of conscientious objectors. 

Colonel Omer admitted that since assuming 
his duties in connection with CO's last fall he 
has had new problems to adjust to, and he gen- 
erously offered to share some of them with the 
group. For instance, he questioned whether a 
I-O should be assigned to his regular federal 
government position in order to fulfill an alter- 
native service obligation while being in compe- 
tition with other workers for sucha job. Or, 
in the cases of persons who desire to teach 
overseas in lieu of military service, would it 
be unreasonable to stipulate that approval be 
given only when such personsare sponsored by 
an agency with a base in the United States, so 
that proper checks can be made? These were 
given as examples of policies which bear further 
consideration. 

In its regular business sessions the Council 
heard the reports of the staff and reviewed the 
continuing program of the NSBRO. The Exec- 
utive Secretary J. Harold Sherk reported briefly 
on his visits toa number of State Selective Ser - 
vice Headquarters from Virginia to Florida and 
expressed the opinion that these contacts were 
very helpful. At several points there was an 


(Continued on page 3) 


Gen. Hershey Clarifies S.S.S- 
Peace Corps Relationship 


The NSBRO attempts to keep constituent 
groups and the many concerned individuals in- 
formed on conscription, classification prob- 
lems and a whole host of draft-related issues. 
It is in this context that the relationship of the 
Peace Corps to the Selective Service System 
has been followedand reported. Furthermore, 
such information may be of importance to any 
individual conscientious objectors who may be 
weighing the possibility of servicein the Peace 
Corps. 

Public discussions of the Peace Corps seem 
to have dealt disproportionately with the rela- 
tion of the Selective Service System tothe Peace 
Corps. Perhaps this was invited by the initial 
suggestion of making service in the proposed 
Corps analternative to military service. How- 
ever, inasmuch as this idea has been dropped 
in the meantime, it is curious that discussion 
persists to the effect that the Peace Corps ser- 
vice could be a means to avoid being drafted. 

In the April issue of the newsletter ''Selec- 
tive Service" the Director of the System, Lt. 
Gen. Lewis B. Hershey makes some comments 
which are helpful in clarifying this relationship. 
He notes that though this relationship has been 
indicated, a statement seems advisable. 

"The Universal Military Training and Ser- 
vice Act, as amended,’ General Hershey writes, 
"is flexible enough to provide deferment for 
members of the Peace Corps without amend- 
ment ofany kind. In other words the relation- 
ship of the Selective Service System with regis- 
trants who become members of the Peace Corps 
can be handled administratively. 

"The power to defer registrants who perform 
functions in the national health, safety, or in- 
terestnowexists. The establishment and oper- 
ation of the Peace Corps is in the national in- 
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terest. So the classification of registrants in 
the Peace Corps can be handled as any other 
registrant engaged in activities in the national 
health, safety, or interest. They will, of 
course, enjoy the right of appeal shared by all 
registrants of the Selective Service System. "' 

Hershey notes that the above statements 
“presuppose the continuance of the present sit- 
uation of the United States in relations with other 
nations of the world."' It might be noted that 
many other classificationguestions are subject 
to the same considerations. 

About the status ofthe Peace Corps member 
who has completed his term of service the Di- 
rector was less specific. This requires anum- 
ber of assumptions about the registrant such as 
his age when he returns, his physical condition, 
his marital status and knowledge of the regu- 
lations which apply when he is released from 
the Peace Corps. Also, "whether or not the 
registrant on his return from service with the 
Peace Corps engages in an activity which per- 
mits him to be deferred in the national health, 
safety, or interest. "' 

In conclusion, Hershey makes it clear that, 
"the fact thatthe registranthas beena member 
of the Peace Corps will not prevent him from 
qualifying for further deferment, the same as 
any other registrant who is engaged in activities 
vital to the national health, safety, or interest. "' 


Historical Marker Notes 
Mennonite CO Beliefs 


A Kansas Historical Marker tracing the ar- 
rival in the state of red turkey wheat also points 
out the importance of conscientious o bjection 
in the lives of the Mennonite immigrants who 
brought this valuable seed from Russia. The 
marker is sgituatedin a roadside park on High- 
way 50S near Walton. Kansas this year is cel- 
ebrating the centennial of its statehood. The 
sign, entitled ''Red Turkey Wheat," has the 
following text: 

"Children in Russia hand-picked the first 
seeds of this famous winter wheat for Kansas. 
They belonged to Mennonite Colonies preparing 


to emigrate from the steppes to the American 
prairies. Apeace-loving sect, originally from 
Holland, the Mennonites had gone to the Crimea 
from Prussiain 1790 when Catherine the Great 
offered free lands, military exemption and re - 
ligious freedom. They prospered until these 
privileges were threatened in 1871. 

"Three years later they emigrated to Kansas, 
where the Santa Fe R. R. offered thousands of 
acres on good terms in McPherson, Harvey, 
Marion & Reno counties, and where the legis- 
lature passed a bill-which exempted religious 
objectors from military service. Within a 
month after landing in New York the Mennonites 
planted the red-gold grains their children had 
selected. Theharvestwas the first of the great 
crops of hard Turkey Red and its derivatives 
that have made Kansas the Granary of the Na- 
tion. "' 


West German CO’s Begin 


Alternative Service 

A Religious News Service story filed in 
Bielefeld, Germany, in mid-April noted that 
forty young West German conscientious objec- 
tors had arrived at the world famous ''Colony 
of Mercy" at nearby Bethel, to begin their al- 
ternative service. The institution, a 400-build- 
ing center for mentally illand physically handi- 
capped is operated by the Evangelical Church 
in Germany (EKID). 

This group was one of the first contingents 
of about 800 CO's called up in April for duty 
under West Germany's ''Law on Alternative 
Service.'' The report notes that this law pro- 
vides for civilian work of equal duration and 
hardship as military service, preferably in 
hospitals and other charitable institutions. The 
young men also may be drawn on for rescue work 
in case of major catastrophies and accidents. 

Although there is no difference in the legal 
status of regular conscripts and CO's, the ad- 
ministrative responsibility for the alternative 
service program is lodged with the Labor Min- 
istry and not with the Defense Ministry. Orig- 
inally planned to begin in April 1960, the draft- 
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ing of CO's had to be postponed for one year 
because of technical and organizational diffi- 
culties. 

A number of irregularities in the behavior 
of CO registrants also are noted in the story. 
Government and church sources are reportedas 
expressing regret and disappointment over the 
obvious lack of idealism and sense of duty among 
a number whose registration as conscientious 
objectors appears to have been motivated less 
by true conscientious scruples regarding mili- 
tary service than by the desire to get around 
any service at all, military or alternative. A 
number applied for release from service oblig- 
ation claiming to be indispensable in theirpre - 
sent jobs. 

A sizeable number, the report states, even 
requested that their names be removed from 
the CO list and be put on the list of military 
conscripts, hoping in this way to be among a 
group not to be drafted because of a lack of train- 
ing facilities. Such persons would be called at 
a later time for three months of service only. 
According to presentestimates there are 3, 000 
recognized CO's in West Germany. 


WR... Seeks Wider 
Recognition of CO Rights 


One hundred persons from Indiaand eighty - 
six from twenty-two other countries took part 
in the Tenth Triennial Conference of the War 
Resisters' International held at Gandhigram, 
South India, last December. One of the ideas 
emerging from the conference was the concept 
of an International Peace Brigade to be usedin a 
variety of situations such as for racial integra- 
tion, independence in Algeria, and in protest 
against weapons of massdestruction. The pro- 
posal will be explored further. 

In addition to its discussionon direct action, 
the conference again looked at the question of 
human rights and freedom of thought, con- 
science and religion. And, inasmuch as the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights recog- 
nizes that all human beings are endowed with 
reason and conscience, the conference recorded 
its conviction that where reasonand conscience 
lead any individual toa renunciation of war and 
a refusal of military service of any kind, the 
right to freedom of conscience and the right to 
hold opinions without interference involves the 
necessity for the recognition of the right of 
conscientious objection to all warand war pre- 
paration in every country. 

The War Resisters' International called on: 


"Its Sections and sympathetic organizations 
in those countries where the right of conscien- 
tious objection was recognized to urge such 
governments to take the initiative in securing 
the universal recognition of the right of consci- 
entious objectionand the necessary amendment 
to the appropriate article(s) in the Covenant to 
make that right explicit. 

"Its Sections in those countries where such 
rights were not at present recognized to be 
increasingly active in the endeavor to secure 
such legal recognition of the right of conscien - 
tious objection. "' 

The conference made known its desire that 
this resolution should be sent to the United 
Nations Convention on Human Rights and to the 
European Court of Human Rights for their in- 
formationand action. Anexplanation of a pro- 
posed scheme for compulsory National Service 
in India, involving military training and disci- 
pline for students entering the universities, was 
heard and note was taken of the existing program 
of military training in schools and colleges. 
The conference expressed a deep concern and 
regret at the growth of military tendencies in 
India. 


Consultative Council, Cont'd. 


opportunity to show the film "Alternatives, "and 
both its interpretation of the conscientious ob- 
jector andof the legalprovisions for him were 
favorably received. 

The Executive Secretary noted that there 
were 1,683 men in alternative service at the 
time of the latest Selective Service report. He 
also observed that for the first time in four 
years a special draft call has been placed for 
physicians with the Air Force requesting 250 
for induction beginning July 1, 1961. Also of 
interest to the Council was the lowdraftcall for 
April. Only 1,500 menwere requested, appar- 
ently the lowest call since before the Korean 
War. 

The Consultative Council and the Board of 
Directors viewed with favor the possibility of 
NSBRO's sponsoring the publication ofa booklet 
relating the experiences of conscientious ob- 
jectors since World War II. The staff is to 
explore the interestof other groups in sharing 
in such a project. Now in its twentieth year, 
the Council reviewed briefly its past and the 
varying attitudes toward CO's and conscription 
in this time and decided to give further discus- 
sion and evaluation to these questions atits next 
meeting in April 1962. 





News Briefs 


AUniversity of Galifornia sophomore, James 
L. Creighton, 19, charged that he was flunked 
in ROTC because he had picketed in protest 
against compulsory ROTC last December. At 
mid-semester he had received an'"'A."' The 
chairman of the military science department 
said only that he had received an ''F'"' because 
he didn't measure up to the standards of the 
course. 

* * 

The Cincinnati, Ohio "Enquirer" carried 
the following brief paragraph: ''The only just 
war is one of defense and there is never suffi- 
cient moral reason for agression, the Very 
Rev. Francis J. Connell, a former deanof 
Catholic University in Washington, D. C., told 
the Holy Name Society's 50thanniversary con- 
ventionin Baltimore. Father Connellalso said 
that a soldier may kill in the time of war but 
for him to kill inthe spiritof hatred is 'not the 
proper Christian attitude.' He added that 
Catholics may not justifiably become pacifists 
or conscientious objectors.’ 

* * * 

In correspondence with our office, a I-W 
doing alternative service asan orderly in sur- 
gery states: "I amwellaware after four months 


of service that people expect more than just the 
the ordinary effort or work received from the 


average worker.... I think the average CO does 
a wonderful service for his country even if it's 
in a different way than most men prefer or 
choose to do it. "' 
xs XK * 
The international, ecumenical team of 
Christian pacifists, EIRENE, continues towork 


in the Agadir area of Morocco, a year after 
the tragic earthquake there. Included in the 
group are several young Americans doing their 
alternative service. Lastfall, some of the team 
members moved out of Agadir tothe surround- 
ing mountain villages to minister toa need which 
no other agency was meeting. Hill farmers 
rely on cisterns to collectand store their water 
supply, but the earthquake had cracked many of 
the cisterns. At the request of the governor's 
local representative the team made a list of all 
the cracked cisterns. They hauled sand and 
cement to many practically inaccessible areas 
and they have repaired and put into working 
condition more than 300 cisterns. 


Twenty Years Ago 


In February 1941 when conscription was in 
its early months, Brig Gen Lewis B. Hershey, 
then Deputy Director of Selective Service, gave 
the following advice on the problem of deter- 
mining the validity of conscientious objector 
claims: 

"About the only thing we can do is to give the 
local boards a lantern which together with the 
law and regulations on the subject may enable 
them to locate the conscience and then measure 
the extent of its objection to the military ser- 
vice. "' 

It was also twenty years agoin February that 
the President authorized the Director of Selec- 
tive Service to establish or designate work of 
national importance under civilian direction for 
persons conscientiously opposed to combatant 
and noncombatant service under the draft law 
of 1940. At the same time the President pre- 
scribed camp regulations for conscientious ob- 
jectors. 
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